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YIKES!! WE’RE MOVING!! 
Picture this—it’s about 40 years or so ago in the mid 

1970’s… I agreed to be a volunteer with the American 

Cancer Society. As part of my training, the ACS was hav-

ing a meeting of the volunteers at a new resort communi-

ty near Bend, Oregon, called Sunriver.  

When I got there, I knew right away why it was named 

Sunriver—the sun seemed to always shine, and the 

Deschutes River was a natural feature. But there was 

more! There was a very nice golf course, many many ten-

nis courts, miles of paved bicycle/walking paths, a nearby 

mountain that offered some of the best skiing in the 

Northwest, and just a feeling of being in a place that felt 

good. In fact, it felt so good that I decided right then that 

I’d like to retire there someday. 

During the ensuing 40+ years, I was fortunate enough to 

be able to stay in Sunriver many times, often in the sum-

mer for bicycling, hiking, tennis, golf, and family get-

togethers, and in the winter for skiing. The area has 

grown to over 50 miles of paved biking/walking paths, 45 

tennis courts, 3 championship golf courses, a nationally 

renowned observatory, 4000 homes, and more. 

In 1990, Leonor and I bought a small vacation home in my 

favorite part of Sunriver—the older part, where the lots 

are larger and more wooded, the homes are smaller, and 

we are closer to the stores and the tennis club. This is 

the home we will be moving into in the spring or sum-

mer. It is small and completely furnished, so we have to 

face the chore of ridding ourselves of a whole houseful of 

stuff. Ack!  

Even before we move there, we are having an oversized 

garage built. With the extremes of weather there, we will 

have to be able to park inside, and we also need more 

storage space. So with a large garage, and the existing 

carport enclosed, we should have room! 

Our new street address will be 5 Central Lane, Sunriver, 

OR. We won’t have a mailing address until we get a P.O. 

Box at the local Post Office. 

This, then, is my final Gazette from Tacoma. But, lucky 

you, they will still be coming - from Central Oregon!  

Here are a couple of photos of our Sunriver home… More on page 3…  
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Finally—Retired at Last 
My long-time largest client, the lumber 

company, finally closed its doors this 

year. I have related in the past how they 

were trying to dissolve, but a bunch of 

legal issues kept getting in the way, Be-

cause of the chemicals used in pro-

cessing lumber, the EPA and their law-

yers were interested in the site clean-up. 

And because of the noise in the mill, 

everyone who ever worked there sud-

denly had work-related hearing loss, 

getting the disability doctors (and, of 

course, lawyers) involved. 

Finally, in February, we closed the office 

doors for the last time. And continued 

working from home… But it has finally 

reached the end—almost. 

Meanwhile, my other important client 

made a decision to switch to a new soft-

ware solution. I spent a few months 

helping them through the conversion, 

then no longer am involved with them.  

Retirement…….. 

I have often heard that once you retire, 

you don’t have time to do anything and 

wonder how you ever had time to work. 

That’s kinda true.  

I find myself busy serving on the Board 

of Directors for our homeowners asso-

ciation, and of our tennis club. And I’m 

doing a little—way too little—preparing 

for our move next year. There is so 

much to think about and to do, I find 

myself just about overwhelmed. Thank 

goodness Leonor is such a good, orga-

nized worker-bee! 

We now live in a 2500 sq. ft. house, and 

are moving into a 1200 sq. ft. house. 

That would be a problem in itself, but 

add to that the fact that the house we 

are moving into is already completely 

furnished. We have lots of stuff to figure 

out what to do with. We sure can’t take 

much with us... 

Since I am now retired, we have more 

time to do fun stuff, like travel. As you 

might recall, we have done a lot of travel 

in the last several years—Mexico, South 

Africa, Italy—and plan more. But with 

the cost and hassle of airline travel, we 

are planning to spend more travel time 

in the USA, where we can drive and 

speak the language.  

Leonor’s brother owns a home in Yuma, 

AZ, where his mom lived. Since he 

spends so much time out of the country, 

and since Leonor just loves the sun and 

the heat, we have taken the role of eyes 

and ears on the home. That means we 

need to travel there often—in the win-

ter, hopefully—to make sure the house 

is being cared for.  

So, when the thermometer falls into the 

teens and twenties in Sunriver, you’re 

likely to find us in Yuma. 

Jeremy graduated from High school in 

June!! Hooray! We are sure proud of him! 

But, there’s more… he also was in the 

Running Start program, so he attended 

most of his classes during his last two high 

school years in a Junior College, and 

earned his 2-year AA degree at the same 

time!  Now that’s a real accomplishment.  

He chose to attend a well-respected tech 

school, UTI (Universal Technical Institute) 

in Avondale (a suburb of Phoenix) for a 17 

month course in automotive and diesel 

mechanics. So, in August we drove him to 

Arizona. Yup, August. So he got a taste of 

Arizona heat and monsoons right away.  

So far, he has gotten straight A’s in his 

classes.  

Brook is interested in physical therapy and 

health care. She is working in a nursing 

home caring for the elderly and learning 

the challenges of dementia, Alzheimer's 

and other age-related maladies. 

Ingrid has announced her engagement. She 

is living in the Portland area with her fian-

cé and their two cute dogs. 

Nick graduates from high school in a few 

months, and has been accepted at, so far, 

two schools. He is a bright kid, and will do 

well wherever he goes. 

Carly is one of just two of our grandkids 

still in high school, and continues to excel. 

She will be able to choose from several 

schools, I’m sure! 

Zöe is still in business school, this year 

choosing to study in, of all places, Vi-

etnam. She loves it there, and might even 

be studying some!  

Ian will be graduating this year, too. So far, 

I haven’t heard what his plans are for the 

future. I’m thinking I need to plan a trip to 

Paris to find out! 

Charles Elie just gets cuter every year! He 

turned 7 last month.  

Addison, almost 8 (going on 13), lives in 

Portland with her mom, and we are fortu-

nate to get to see her once or twice a 

month.  

Last but not least, Caspar and Sketch, our 

7 and 6 year old cats, are doing well and 

remain fuzzy and cuddly! 

Family 
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More Photos in Sunriver 

Back deck in deep snow, al-
most covering the hot tub. 
We rarely get this much 
snow. Cold, yes; snow, no. 

The frequent visits by the deer—to 
empty out the bird feeders! - are some 
of our favorite moments. 

Occasionally, they become too tame. 
Cute, but not really advisable! 

We have often held family vacations in Sunriver, and I expect it will continue to be a meeting place for all of us. 

For more, look here: http://www.rockyp.com/travel/Sunriver/index.html 



 

As many of you know, my mom was a 

real saver. I have a very large box of 

things from my childhood—newspaper 

articles of my football and basketball 

games, junior high and high school news-

papers, sports letters, and much more. I 

think I have talked about these things in 

past Gazettes…  

But she also saved lots of memories from 

her own childhood. We have a display 

case filled with toys she had kept. Look 

closely at the photo and you can see the 

doll house furniture: a tea set, a bath-

room, with a claw-foot bathtub, a utility 

room with ironing board and washing 

machine, a bedroom vanity, and more. 

These must be from the mid-1920’s.  

The wall display box was built by Dad. He 

was pretty handy with woodworking… 

and painting… and refinishing… He was 

pretty handy at a lot of stuff, come to 

think of it. 

Unfortunately, I have a lot more memen-

tos than we can fit in our Sunriver 

house, so I’m going to have to rely on 

Kelly and Jennifer to take some of them 

home.  

You can see some of the toys a little 

better in the picture below. 

Mom’s Toys, Dad’s Craft 

 

Tennis, Anyone? 
Sure, I still play tennis. Deal-
ing with the increasing 
aches and pains due to “old 
age” (that’s in quotes be-
cause I still have a ways to 
go before I reach old age) 

makes it difficult to main-
tain my level of play. But I 
think the same is true of my 
competition, since I still 
manage to win at least as 

many matches as I lose.  
This year, I am on a team 
that won the Northwest 
sectional championship, so 
we will play in the national 
tournament in mid-March. 

The tourna-
ment will 
be held in 
Surprise, 
Arizona, a 
suburb of 
Phoenix 
(just north-
west of the 
city). Since 
Leonor has 
a million 

relatives in the Phoenix ar-
ea, that will offer us a 
chance to spend some time 
with them, and also to visit 
Jeremy. 

That’s me in the back in the blue shirt and skinny tummy. 

Miles and More Miles 
You might remember that I bought a new Subaru last year just be-
fore Christmas. I expected to drive a lot less miles this year since I 
wouldn’t be commuting 
every day. Dreamer! 
 
In March, we drove to 
Yuma to do some clean-
up work on Leonor’s 
brother’s house, and to 
visit Leonor’s cousins in 
Phoenix. Then in August, 
we drove to Phoenix to 
take Jeremy to school, took a short trip to Yuma, and visited friends 
in Fresno and the Bay Area. In September, we vacationed in the Salt 
Lake area with a couple of good friends, drove from there to Sunriv-
er and the Oregon Coast. Then in October, we took another trip to 
Yuma, Phoenix, Fresno and the Bay Area. Add a few more trips to 
Sunriver in there, and we really chalked up the miles... 
 
So when the first anniversary of ownership of the Subaru came, we 
had 25,000 miles on the odometer. That is probably just starting to 
break in the engine! 


