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Our World Has Been Turned Upside-Down!

At least it sure feels topsy-turvy after spending more than
30 years in Tacoma/Lakewood, and 25 years in the same
house. We are now in another house in another city in
another state in another world. Well, maybe the same
world, but it sure looks and feels different.
As you know, we moved into what used to be our vacation home in Sunriver, Oregon. It was not easy leaving
Lakewood… lots of close, long-time friends, the tennis
club, some golf friends, great neighbors, long-term business associates and clients, and just the comfort of the
“old shoes” feeling.

We planned to have the new garage ready around the
first of June so we would have a place to move our
“stuff” into. We are so lucky to have a friend who has an
enclosed trailer, which we were able to use for the move.
We made, I think, seven trips with the trailer full. Unfortunately, the garage completion didn’t happen until September!! We had boxes and boxes crammed into a small
storage room, the hallways, the bedrooms, the closets…
It was a cluttered mess!

Thank goodness Leonor is such a super organized person. She managed to keep the household going smoothly
while also organizing our space. We had a nice big utility
room built into the garage, so we reclaimed some space
in the house for a pantry. We also took advantage of rebates from the local power company by adding floor insulation and replacing the windows and sliding glass doors
with new super-insulated ones. We also upgraded our
wood-burning fireplace insert. The old one didn’t burn
real well, and didn’t have a glass door, so the fire wasn’t
visible. Now, we get more heat, and can enjoy the full
ambience of the fireplace.
We have been so busy just getting ourselves organized
that we haven’t made much time to get involved in the
community yet. I did get involved in the local tennis club,
playing 3-4 times a week, and made several new friends.
And we have made friends with some of the neighbors,
although none of them are full-time residents. We only
see them when they come to their Sunriver homes. Next
year should be a time of more normalcy.

Here is our home before and after the garage addition…

One long time Thanksgiving tradition has
been our Tom & Jerry open house, on
Thanksgiving Day. As most of you know,
we always made a huge batch of Tom &
Jerrys (similar to eggnog) and invited
friends and neighbors to join us and our
families to come to our house for a holiday drink and visit with friends. We normally had 35-45 people come by, and usually around 20 family and friends for
Thanksgiving dinner.

Discombobulated...

And, the Holidays Are Also

years. Since he works all around the
world—he is now working in Oman— he
likes to have us stay in the house from
time to time to make sure everything is
okay here… So, here we are!

We are lounging in 50’s to 60’s as lows to
70’s and 80’s as highs.
We are having a total of only five for
Thanksgiving dinner today. Still, we have a
large turkey as well as a ham. We
expect to have lots of leftovers!
It somehow doesn’t feel much like
the Holiday season here, with the
lack of friends and family, the
warm temperatures, no forests in
sight… Christmas decorations
seem a bit strange on palm trees
and cactus.

Moving to Sunriver took us too far away
to have everyone drop in, and now that I
am fully (almost!) retired, it seemed like a
good time to try something completely
different. So, I am writing this Gazette
from Yuma, Arizona!
Today, Sunriver has 12 inches of snow
Leonor’s brother Bob owns the house
that their parents lived in during their last with temps ranging from –2 degrees
(yikes!!) as a low to mid 20’s as a high.

We will be here through New
Year’s Day, so we’ll also spend
Christmas here. The entire holiday
season will be spent in the very warm
desert away from family. Very strange,
indeed!

We Are All Loving Sunriver!
From the first time I visited Sunriver about 40 years ago, I
knew that was where I wanted to retire. The tennis and
golf, the hiking / biking trails, the skiing, the sunshine, peaceful atmosphere, lack of crowds, etc.,
etc., etc. There is so much to like about living here!
So now that I have finally retired—well, 99% retired—I still wanted an office. Or call it a man-cave.
Anyway, our home has a small room that doubled
as a third bedroom when we rented the home. We
took out the trundle bed and squeezed my office
furniture in. It is a great place for my electronics. I
have installed, not because it is needed here, but because I
love gadgets, a home security system, indoor and outdoor
security cameras, electronic garage door controllers, wi-fi
thermostat, electronic door locks, all remote controllable.
And I can sit in my office at my computer, and look outside at the woods,
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Leonor appreciates that there is so little yard work needed here.
She did most of that in Lakewood, and it was a huge job. She does
love to have at
least a few colorful flowers and
plants around, so
she put some
colorful pots on
the deck. It really
makes the house
feel friendly! We
managed to attract hummingbirds along with the flocks of dove,
chickadees, stellar jays, various woodpeckers, along with the squirrels and deer.
And last but not least, the cats are amazingly happy to be here. They
are like different little animals - Sketch (our little girl) especially! She
is able to just come and go outdoors at will, and loves to hunt. Her
personality has really blossomed!
Of course, one of the very, very best things is escaping the SeattleTacoma-Olympia traffic and crowds and hubbub. I feel so relaxed
here...

